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Abilities and inabilities 54

Remember !

Do it yourself !

Can / Can'tFile 1

1. Can is a modal verb that doesn’t change. We use it to express ability. It is used 
with all the pronouns.

2. After can we use a verb in the infinitive without " to " .The negative form of can is 
can + not (cannot : one word or can't).

1. Match the verbs with the pictures :

2. What can they do ? 

ski jumping / sledding / ice-skating / diving / cycling / skiing / running / swimming 
boxing / rollerblading

Anna  .........................................................................................................................
John  ...........................................................................................................................
Mike  ...........................................................................................................................
Jack  ............................................................................................................................. 
Ally  ...............................................................................................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

..................................................

Anna

John

Ally

Oliver

Mike

Jack

Kevin

Sandy

Sam

Tom

Oliver  ........................................................................................................................
Kevin ...........................................................................................................................

Sandy  .......................................................................................................................
Sam  .............................................................................................................................
Tom  .............................................................................................................................
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Just for fun !
Try to say these tongue twisters as fast as you can.

English proverbs :

4. Ask Anna, Sandy, John and Oliver about her / his ability. 

5. Make it right ! 

Find the mistake, underline it and write the correct word.

3. How well can they do it ? 

Can you can a can as a canner can can a can ?
She saw Sharif's shoes on the sofa. But was she so sure those were Sharif's shoes 
she saw ?

You can lead a horse to water, but you can't make him drink. : 
You can't force someone to accept your help.

You can't judge a book by its cover. :
Things sometimes look different than they really are.

very well :  / quite well :  / a little :  / not ....... at all 

You : Hey Anna ! How well can you .................................  ? Anna : I .......................................................................................................
You : ........................................................................................................................................ ? Sandy .........................................................................................................
You : ........................................................................................................................................ ? John .............................................................................................................
You : ........................................................................................................................................ ? Oliver ..........................................................................................................

Jack  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
Oliver  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Kevin  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Tom  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- I can speaking French.
 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- She cans find her keys. 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- Can we met tomorrow ? 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- He not can come to the party. 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- Can read and write illiterate people ? 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- He can not jump ! 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

- I can't to believe it. 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


